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HOMELESSNESS 

Statement 

HON TIM CLIFFORD (East Metropolitan) [9.57 pm]: Each year we remind ourselves that Christmas is the 
time of year to give to those who are less fortunate than we are. As individuals and members of society, we must 
do our most to ensure that we can work towards improving the lives of the less fortunate. But surely, as 
parliamentarians, we must remind ourselves every day, regardless of the time of year or season, that while this 
thought crosses our mind, each year over 9 000 people in this state remain homeless. It is supposed to be the festive 
season, but these people still find it tough and difficult to get by. 

Although housing is not the only factor that determines whether a person is homeless—there are many—the 
security that comes with housing in the development of children and the overall security that stable housing 
provides a person are incredibly important. We as parliamentarians need to work together to deliver housing to 
those who have a hard time accessing it. We need to find ways to help people off the streets and to provide better 
protections for people renting properties. More importantly, we must find a way to ensure that they have easier 
access to the housing market when they do not have the means to do so. 

Home ownership is a mark of success in Australia and we reward our citizens for achieving it. Culturally, it signals 
our Australian-ness, but there is deep hypocrisy within this rewards-based system as it is available to some but not 
all. According to our Prime Minister, if we “have a go”, we will be able to achieve the Australian dream and own 
a house. However, for many this is not possible, with barriers such as negative gearing in the way. Such things 
incentivise the investor, not someone who is looking to get a roof over their head and find somewhere to call home. 
Really, why must housing be the reward? Why are some entitled to housing and others are not? Members may 
not believe this to be the case, but it is. The rate of housing made available through the public housing sector is 
3.7 per cent, which is below the four per cent sustainability level. If we want people to have a chance or have a go, 
we need to give them the capacity to do so. 

By reducing the amount of public housing available, we are reducing the opportunities for people in WA to 
reshape their lives and build better lives for their children. Many people in WA are finding this to be the case. 
Even though we are in a downturn, with falling house prices and a lot of rentals available, housing is still 
inaccessible for many people in this state for many different reasons. Keeping people stranded within an unfair 
and unequal rental market by locking people out of accessible and affordable accommodation, we are denying 
many Western Australians the right that most of us take for granted—the human right to create memories and 
identity and to raise our families and contribute to a better world. It is a human right to have a home and security, 
and to experience the joy and sadness that occurs within the walls and under the roof of the place that we call 
our home. 

The importance of housing for our youth is integral in deciding the path that they take later in life. A 2013 Swedish 
journal article found that homeless shelters played a role in the pathways of youth-to-adult homelessness. 
A 2008 Australian study also highlighted the role that youth-to-adult homelessness plays in deciding someone’s 
path to long-term, episodic or periodic homelessness throughout their adult life. It is worth noting that not only 
children in poverty experience homelessness; children from middle and working-class families are just as likely 
to experience the same threat of youth-to-adult homelessness, according to the same 2013 article. As families fall 
into financial insecurity and face being thrown from their homes into poverty and debt, children are also severely 
affected by this. However, there are fantastic developments in the space to curb the rates of youth homelessness. 

There are many examples around, such as the work conducted by Foyer Oxford in Leederville, which does more 
than create jobs; it builds confidence and structure and reshapes the lives of vulnerable adults. The results speak 
for themselves: 90 per cent of clients secured long-term accommodation, with 50 per cent of those entering the 
private rental market. The work of Foyer Oxford is indicative of the power of investing in social infrastructure and 
shows how it can improve the lives of the less fortunate. I had the honour of visiting Foyer Oxford a couple of 
years ago and speaking to many of the youth in that place. To have that personal and one-on-one investment in 
those people’s lives made a real difference. We really need more of those services in the East Metropolitan Region 
and out in Midland. When I speak with many of the different organisations that are looking to provide crisis care 
services for people, they always point to Foyer Oxford as a good example of what we can be doing to provide for 
the many vulnerable people across the state. Hopefully, in the future, we will see more of these fantastic 
establishments across the metropolitan and regional areas of Western Australia. 

With this in mind, I urge my fellow colleagues, while they are sitting in their homes this Christmas with their 
friends and families, to think about how important the happy and sad memories they made in their homes, whether 
past or present, were in securing the current successes that they now embody. When we return next year, we can 
dedicate the year to developing plans to improve the opportunities for many people in this state, ensuring that 
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people can access affordable housing that can eventually lead to long-term stable situations so that they can 
experience many of the things that we in this chamber enjoy. 
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